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President’s Forum 

Ross Hacker, CPCU 
Chapter President 

Auto-Owners Insurance 

From True Confessions to Life Lessons 
 
I’m a self-professed nerd – and I have a long-standing love 
of video games. 
 
However, when my children were born, most of my time 
shifted to other priorities, and for a time at my house there 
wasn’t any video game playing – until this Christmas. My 

lucky children received a video game console! 
 
Our thought was that it would help us to pass the time 
when daylight and warm temperatures were hard to come 
by. It has quickly become a family activity. After a month of 
playing we have realized there are some valuable life les-
sons to be learned from our racing game, Mario Kart.  

 
• When you start something new, you won’t be very good 

at it. We repeatedly fell off the track, often into deep 
water, or hot lava. You only improve with practice, 
whether it’s sports, video games or the arena of life. 

 

• There will be obstacles. We have hit many a banana 
peel while racing and spun out. In life, this could be an 
unexpectedly difficult conversation, a difficult person 

you need to work (or volunteer!) with, or a project that 
is challenging. 

 
• The most valuable lesson this game teaches us is the 

value of sportsmanship. When we fall into lava or spin 
out on a banana peel, we may feel like pitching a fit. 
However, it’s important to hold your head high and be-
have as an adult, even when you feel tempted to 
screech like a toddler. 

 

Announcements 

 
Soon you will be receiving via email a survey that will be 
our “One Small Thing” campaign. Please complete your sur-
vey online. If you’re not certain how you can help, just re-
spond with “as needed” and we’ll be sure to ask you for 

help when the need arises! 
 

The contents of this newsletter cover both February and 
March, so you will see the next newsletter in April. Until 
then, we look forward to seeing you at our chapter events. 
Enjoy the last of winter, and be on the lookout for robins, 
which herald the arrival of spring! 
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The submission  

deadline for the  

April newsletter is  

March 30, 2015 

 

If you know of promotions 

or other noteworthy ac-

complishments involving 

CPCUs, please send them 

to the editor using any of 

the contact methods 

listed above. 
 

2015 Indianapolis Oct 3—6 

2016 Honolulu Sept. 17—20 

2017 Nashville Oct. 7—10 
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Future CPCU  

Annual Meeting Sites 

Meetings 

March Speaker Spotlight 

Greg Wood 

Vice President, Walworth & Nayh 

Greg Wood is a vice president and shareholder of 
the Livonia accounting firm Walworth & Nayh. 

 

He specializes in no-fault insurance wage and 
survivors’ loss calculations, excess loss of earn-
ings and economic damages involving personal 
injury. He has worked on approximately 6,000 
cases involving loss of earnings for W2 employ-
ees and self-employed individuals. 

 

Greg has testified in Michigan courts regarding 
economic damages involving personal injury and 
liability. He has presented numerous seminars 
and workshops in the areas of no-fault wage and 
survivors’ loss claims, documentation reviews, no
-fault wage and survivors’ loss issues. 

 

Greg has a bachelor’s degree in finance from 
Michigan State University and a master’s in ac-
counting from Walsh College. He has been with 
Walworth & Nayh for just over 25 years and a 
shareholder since 1998. Greg earned his CPA 
designation in 1994. 

Reserve Your Seat 

 
Date: Monday, March 23, 2015 

 

Where: The Crowne Plaza  

 Lansing West  

 Ballrooms E & F 

 

Time: 11:30AM 

Cost: $25.00 

Menu: Beef Stroganoff served 

over egg noodles      

or 

Chicken Tetrazzini served 

over linguine  

Contact: email Bud Lawson at 

lawson.bud@aoins.com 

  

CPCU Society pins are available 

at Mid-Michigan CPCU Chapter 

meeting and at  

midmichigan.cpsusociety.org 

FEBRUARY JOINT CHAPTER MEETING  
with Central Michigan Underwriters Association & Greater Lansing Insurance Professionals 

Date:   Thursday, Feb. 19, 2015 

 

Where:  The Crowne Plaza Lansing West  

  

Time:  5:30 pm  Social Hour 

    6:00 pm Dinner  

Cost:   $32.00 

Menu:  Focaccia Breaded Chicken Parmesan    

  or 

  Pasta Primavera  

Speaker: Lt. Sandy Lantz, Lansing Township Police Department 

RSVP:   Email Bud Lawson at lawson.bud@aoins.com no later than 4:30PM  Wednesday, Feb 11 



 

  

  

News to Know 

  

  

The CPCU Society now offers a variety of career management services for members.   
 
Outplacement and Job Transitioning Services  

The CPCU Society works with a number of organizations that provide services for members seeking 
assistance in transitioning between jobs or careers. 
 
Career Coaching Services  

Looking for a career coach?  The CPCU Society can connect you to someone who can work with you to 
achieve your career objectives. 
 

For more information about these services, email Amanda Andersen at aanderson@cpcusociety.org  

Career  Counsel ing  for  Society  Members  

January Meeting Highlights 

State Sen. Rick Jones addressed members 

during the January meeting. He talked about 

legislation he has authored during his 10 years 

in the Michigan Legislature, and what he hopes 

to accomplish during his final term as senator, 

which began this year.  

Four chapter leaders were honored for their service to the chapter in 2014 with ap-

preciation plaques (l to r): Ross Hacker, vice president (current president); Tracy 

Nichols, president; Charity Sullivan, secretary (current vice president); and Brian 

Crown, treasurer, a position he again holds.  

Connect with us on Linkedin at  

Mid-Michigan CPCU Society Chapter 


