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LOOKING FORWARD TO 
SPRINGTIME’S THAW

Tracy Nichols, CPCU
Auto-Owners Insurance Company

Polar vortex. Deep freeze. Arctic outbreak. Cold wave. 
Whatever you choose to call it, this has certainly been 
an interesting winter. With record-setting temperatures 
and snow like I haven’t seen since I was young, I think 
we are probably all ready for spring. Pitchers and catch-
ers just reported to spring training, so it has to warm up 
soon, right? I’ll just try not to think about the number of 
Detroit Tigers’ opening day games we’ve sat through in 
the snow!

Speaking of lineups, we have a great lineup of events 
the next two months. We will be featuring speakers in 
our core focus areas of development and interest. This 
month is our annual joint meeting with the Central 
Michigan Underwriters Association (CMUA) and Great-
er Lansing Insurance Professionals. CMUA is hosting 
this year’s meeting and they have asked the students 
at Olivet College to present to our groups. Please join 
us for cocktails and networking prior to the meeting. 
Next month Dan Sutter, senior vice president at Block 
Imaging, will be joining us to focus on ethics. Network-
ing with other insurance organizations and our com-

mitment to ethics are two of our core principles in the 
CPCU Society and we are glad to bring these opportuni-
ties to our chapter.

Your chapter board and committee chairs met last 
month to plan our chapter year. We look forward to 
bringing you another year of value, insight and collabo-
ration with other industry professionals. Per the CPCU 
Society website: “Founded in 1944, the CPCU Society, 
through continuing education and volunteer leadership 
opportunities, is dedicated to meeting the career devel-
opment needs of its diverse membership, so that they 
may serve others in a competent and ethical manner.”  
We have numerous areas for personal development 
through chapter activities, leadership and volunteering. 
If you have not yet responded to our chapter survey, 
please take a moment to do so.

The contents of this newsletter cover both February 
and March, so you will see the next newsletter in April. 
Until then, we look forward to seeing you at our chapter 
events. Stay warm!
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MONTHLY MEETING SPOTLIGHT

FEBRUARY JOINT CHAPTER MEETING
with Central Michigan Underwriters Association & Greater 
Lansing Insurance Professionals

MARCH CHAPTER MEETING

Date:  Thursday, February 20th, 2014

Where:  The Crowne Plaza Lansing West (formerly Lexington Hotel Lansing), 
 Ballroom A

Time: 5:30pm cash bar; 6:00pm program & dinner 

Cost:  $30.00 per person

Menu:  Choice of:
  Broiled whitefish with lemon butter sauce, or
  Focaccia breaded chicken parmesan topped with 
     marinara & parmesan cheese

Speakers: Members of Olivet College’s Gamma Iota Sigma, Alpha Alpha Chapter  
 on the use of social media in the insurance industry.

With the staggered publishing schedule for this installment of the newsletter, we’ve got the Monthly Chapter  

Meeting details for both our February and March meetings. If you have any questions, call or email Bud Lawson  

at lawson.bud@aoins.com; though the reservation deadline for February has passed, you can still update your prefer-

ence for March no later than 9:00am Tuesday, March 4th.

Date:  Monday, March 10th, 2014

Where:  The Crowne Plaza Lansing West (formerly Lexington Hotel Lansing), 
 Ballroom A

Time: 11:30am 

Cost:  $22.00 per person

Menu:  Choice of:
  Chicken cordon blue with chef’s choice of starch and vegetable, or
  Penne pasta with seasonal vegetables in marinara sauce

Need directions to the   
Monthly Meeting?

Visit midmichigan.cpcuso-
ciety.org  or use this link to 
chart directions.

A map to the Crowne Plaza
Lansing West is below:

We’ll see you 
at the next 
Chapter  
Meeting!

http://goo.gl/maps/1CU1W
http://midmichigan.cpcusociety.org/


3MID-MICHIGAN CPCU SOCIETY CHAPTER NEWSLETTER

Mid-Michigan Chapter  
CPCU Newsletter

Published each month from 

September through June

Editor: 
Andy Flanagan, CPCU 
Auto-Owners Insurance 

Company

6101 Anacapri Boulevard

Lansing, MI  48917-3968

Phone: (517) 886-1980  

Fax: (517) 391-1915

flanagan.andy@aoins.com

Layout & Design: 
Derek Fricano, CPCU 
Auto-Owners Insurance 

Company

6101 Anacapri Boulevard

Lansing, MI  48917-3968

Phone: (517) 703-5330  
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The submission  
deadline for the  
April newsletter is 

April 4th, 2014

If you know of promotions 
or other noteworthy ac-
complishments involving 
CPCUs, please send them 
to the editor using any of 
the contact methods listed 
above.

JANUARY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Zachary Scherer of The Spectrum Financial 

Group, Inc., leads a discussion about retirement 

planning at the January 2014 Chapter Meeting. 

2014 Anaheim, CA. Sept. 20-23 

2015 Indianapolis Oct. 3-6 

2016 Honolulu Sept. 17-20 

2017 Nashville Oct. 7-10

Future CPCU
Annual Meeting Sites

See these photos and more in the
improved Photo Galleries at 
midmichigan.cpcusociety.org!

Want more photos?

Michigan Insurance Hall of Fame 
Seeks Nominations
The Michigan Insurance Hall of Fame, an organization that recognizes significant con-
tributions to the insurance and risk management industry, is accepting nominations for 
2014 inductees. The deadline for nominations is March 15.

Insurance Hall of Fame inductees are recognized for their product/service development, 
education, recruiting new participants, legislative and regulatory activity, and exemplary 
service. They are selected by a panel that includes executives from all areas of the insur-
ance industry. Nomination forms and criteria are available from Carol Breed, adminis-
trator at Olivet College, at (269) 749-7626, or through the Olivet College website at
https://insurance.olivetcollege.edu/index.php/hall-of-fame-home20.

The Michigan Insurance Hall of Fame was established at Olivet College in 1994.  Since 
inception, more than 50 insurance professionals have received the honor.

MICHIGAN INSURANCE HALL OF FAME

... and don’t forget to visit our website!

http://midmichigan.cpcusociety.org/meetings-events/gallery
http://midmichigan.cpcusociety.org/meetings-events/gallery
http://midmichigan.cpcusociety.org/

