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SETTING THE STAGE FOR A 
WELL-DESERVED SUMMER

Tracy Nichols, CPCU
Auto-Owners Insurance Company

“Take me out to the ball game, Take me out with the crowd; 
buy me some peanuts and Cracker Jack, I don’t care if I 
never get back.” I had the privilege of attending my 12th 

Detroit Tigers opening day last week. It was a beautiful 
day with an amazing walk-off hit in the bottom of the 
ninth for a Tigers win. For one day, it felt like we passed 
spring and went straight to summer!

While we are approaching the last couple Chapter meet-
ings before our summer break, our leadership team is 
busy planning for the fall. Our I-Day and New Designee 
conferment was a successful event last year and we are 
well into the plans for this coming fall. We already have 
12 new designees for 2014 and we look forward to of-
ficially welcoming them into our chapter at our local 
conferment.

Before our time off this summer, we are focusing on 
education. Our April meeting will feature Kim Laforet, 
a Realtor who rose to be her company’s top agent after 
her first three months in the business. She will be speak-
ing on real estate trends and flood insurance. I have a 

personal interest in this topic, since I am currently in the 
process of buying and selling a home.

Brianna Schneider, a marketing representative with 
Auto-Owners who also lives on a farm, will speak to 
us in May on the topic of farm insurance. I am sure we 
have some subject matter experts in our chapter, but I 
imagine the majority of our members will benefit from 
the knowledge takeaway these speakers will provide on 
lesser-known lines of business.

Our golf outing is scheduled for June 26. Feel free to 
bring friends or coworkers who are not Chapter mem-
bers. It is always a day of fun, with many great priz-
es! This is a four-person scramble format, so put your 
teams together soon. Not a golfer? Come out for a deli-
cious steak dinner and you’ll still be eligible to win door 
prizes. Register soon to reserve your spot.

It finally looks like spring and summer may come, so 
come enjoy a day out of the office with friends.
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CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE

2014 Anaheim, CA. Sept. 20-23 

2015 Indianapolis Oct. 3-6 

2016 Honolulu Sept. 17-20 

2017 Nashville Oct. 7-10

Future CPCU
Annual Meeting Sites

Chapter Members Ludema and 
Noirot Earn VP-Level Promotions

Mid-Michigan CPCU Society Chapter 
Strikes Gold Again!

Katie Noirot and Hilary Ludema, both from Auto-Owners Insurance, were recently rec-
ognized with promotions.

Katie was promoted to executive vice president. She had been serving as 
first vice president. Katie will be responsible for the marketing & sales 
and underwriting divisions. Katie has been with Auto-Owners since 
1972 and earned her CPCU designation in 1991.

Hilary was promoted to assistant vice president, personal lines under-
writing. She had been serving as a director, personal lines actuarial. Hi-
lary has been with Auto-Owners since 2003 and earned her CPCU des-
ignation in 2007.

The Mid-Michigan CPCU Society Chapter has again qualified 
for the gold level of the Society’s 2012-2013 Circle of Excel-
lence recognition program, which honors exceptional perfor-
mance and member engagement. This is the ninth year in a 
row the Chapter has earned the gold level.

CPCU Society chapters become part of the CPCU Society Circle of Excellence by complet-
ing activities that support the Society’s strategic plan, further Chapter goals, and help 
to ensure members’ success. The Mid-Michigan Chapter will be recognized at the 2014 
Leadership Summit in Phoenix, Arizona, during the Circle of Excellence Award and Rec-
ognition Luncheon Program on Friday, April 25.

Members of the CPCU Society’s Mid-Michigan Chapter are involved in a number of edu-
cational, charitable and volunteer events throughout the year.

MEMBER PROMOTIONS

... and don’t forget to visit our website!
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MONTHLY SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT

Kim Laforet
In 1976 when applying for a secretarial position for a real estate firm, Kim Laforet 
instead chose the career path of Realtor and rose to the company’s top agent after 
her first three months. 

Finding her passion of helping people achieve their home ownership dreams, but 
knowing the time commitment in growing a business, she developed one of the 
first real estate “teams” in the Greater Lansing area in the early 1990s. Today that 
team is five agents strong, allowing Kim to delve into other areas of the business 
she enjoys, such as serving on the board of the Greater Lansing Association of 
Realtors, being the real estate expert on the radio broadcast Michigan Business 
Rap with Michael Patrick Shiels, serving on the public policy committee of the 
Michigan Association of Realtors and, most importantly, being “Mimi” to her five 
adorable grandchildren.

Married to Mark for 34 years, her hobbies include travel, with trips to Italy and 
the Caribbean. Kim also enjoys reading, scuba diving and, of course, all things 
real estate.

RESERVE YOUR SEAT TODAY!

Date:  Thursday, April 17, 2014

Where:  The Crowne Plaza Lansing West (formerly Lexington Hotel Lansing), 
 Ballroom A

Time: 11:30am 

Cost:  $22.00 per person

Menu:  Beef Broccoli Stir Fry with Rice or Vegetable Lasagna

Contact: email Bud Lawson at lawson.bud@aoins.com 
 no later than Thursday, April 10

Realtor and Board Member, Greater Lansing Association of Realtors

Need directions to the   
Monthly Meeting?

You can also click on the 
map or use this link to chart 
directions via Google Maps.

A map to the Crowne Plaza
Lansing West is below:

Wear your designation on your sleeve.

Or your lapel. 

Or anywhere else.

CPCU Society pins are available at Mid-Michigan CPCU Society 

Chapter Meetings or at midmichigan.cpcusociety.org



4 MID-MICHIGAN CPCU SOCIETY CHAPTER NEWSLETTER

Thanks To The Chapter From Our 
Good Works Chair
From Lisa Martin, chair of our chapter’s Good Works Committee:

“Thank you, Mid-Michigan CPCU Society Chapter members, for making your generous 
contributions to the SIREN Eaton Shelter, which was our December 2013 Good Works 
charity.

Additionally, we received notification of a donation made, in our honor, by the MBA 
program at Olivet College. 

What a wonderful “good work” we have all done, to assist SIREN Eaton Shelter to serve 
domestic violence survivors and homeless families in Eaton County.

If you have ideas for good works projects for 2014, please contact me and I would be 
happy to investigate the possibilities.”

GOOD WORKS COMMITTEE

2014 CPCU/CMUA GOLF OUTING 

Anyone for Golf?
Our annual year-end outing with the Central Michigan Underwriters Association is June 26.  This is always a great time!  
The format will again be a 4-person scramble. Guests are always welcome…why not bring a friend/co-worker?

Registration Options:
Golf & Dinner: $55.00 per person
(includes 18 holes w/cart, lunch at the turn, drink tickets, a delicious 
steak dinner and lots of hole, score, and drawing prizes.)  

Golf Only: $45.00 per person

Dinner Only: $25.00 per person

Contact Information:
Dan Briggs at Farm Bureau Insurance 

Direct Fax: 877.822.2148

Email: dbriggs@fbinsmi.com

Phone: 517.679.5477

We need the following information for your reservation:
• Contact Person & Company
• Work Phone and/or Fax Number
• Email address
• Preference of Earlier or Later Tee Time (no guarantees)
• Number for Golf & Dinner @ $55.00 each
• Number for Golf Only @ $45.00 each
• Number for Dinner Only @ $25.00 each

For each golfer in your group, please provide the following:
• Name
• Dinner or No Dinner
• Approximate 18-hole score

Reservations are due no later than noon on Friday, June 20th, 2014. Payment can be made the day of the event.

In addition to our Good 
Works, we also received 
recognition from the 
American Red Cross Mid-
Michigan Chapter, which 
bestowed a Standing Ova-
tion Citation for donations 
from our Chapter as well as 
individual members. 
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Chapter President Tracy 

Nichols presented Andy 

Corbin with a certificate of 

appreciation at the March 

meeting. Andy served as 

Chapter president from 

July 1, 2012 to Dec. 31, 

2013.

April 2014
Thurs. 17th: Chapter Meeting

      w/Kim Laforet–Realtor

May 2014
Fri. 16th: Chapter Meeting
        w/Brianna Schneider–farm insurance

June 2014
Thurs. 26th: Golf Outing
       Joint outing between Mid-Michigan  
       CPCU and CMUA. See previous page
       for event details, registration prices,
       and contact information.

       Registration deadline is Friday, June 20.

Mid-Michigan Chapter  
Upcoming Events CalendarMARCH MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

See these photos and more in the improved Photo Galleries at 

  midmichigan.cpcusociety.org!

Want more photos?

Dan Sutter, our March speaker, compared flying an airplane with being ethical.


