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President’s Forum 

Olivia Edgar, CPCU 
Chapter President 

Your 2020 Chapter Board 

People choose to volunteer for a variety of reasons. For some, it presents a chance to give back or make a  
difference in the community. For others, it offers an opportunity to develop new skills or build on existing  
proficiencies. Regardless of the motivation, what brings all volunteers together is that they find the work rewarding.  
 
For me, volunteering on the Mid-Michigan CPCU board has been an opportunity:  
 To learn what strengths I have as a leader and to develop those strengths  
 To determine some of the leadership areas that I could use development in, and to establish strategies to either 

improve those areas or call upon others that may be stronger in those areas  
 To push myself out of my comfort zone, forcing myself to speak in front of a large crowd on a monthly basis  
 
This experience has and continues to be a great way for me to learn what kind of a leader I am through hands-on 
team-building experiences. I have also had a lot of fun getting to know the other volunteers during my time on the 
board on a personal and professional level. It takes a village, folks! 
 
And our team is large one, so the responsibility of keeping the chapter going does not fall on any one individual. You 
don’t have to be a board member or committee chair to be a part of our activities! If you do have an interest in  
becoming a volunteer leader, I’d like to invite you to sit in on one of our chapter board meetings to see what it’s all 
about. If you expressed interest in a volunteer position in the “One Small Thing” survey, we will be reaching out to 
you in the near future.  
 
 
Continued on page 3. 
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The submission  
deadline for the  
March newsletter is  
Mar. 6 
 
 
 
If you know of promotions 
or other noteworthy ac-

complishments involving 

CPCUs, please send them 
to the editor using any of  

contact methods listed. 
 

2020 Washington D.C. Oct. 8-10 

2021 Lake Buena Vista, FL Sept. 
25-28 
 
 

 
 

Mid-Michigan Chapter  
CPCU Newsletter 

Future CPCU Annual  
Meeting Sites 

Tuesday, March 31 

Meetings  

Future Chapter  
Meeting Dates 

March Speaker Spotlight 

Tom Holt, Professor, Michigan State University School of 

Criminal Justice 

Tom Holt is a professor in the School of 

Criminal Justice at MSU. His research 

focuses on cybercrime and cybersecurity 

from a social science perspective, with 

particular emphasis on hacking, malware 

and data theft. 

He has been published in a variety of out-
lets, and his work has been funded by the 
Department of Homeland Security, the 

National Institute of Justice, and the National Science Foundation. He is also a 
fellow at the Netherlands Institute for the Study of Crime and Law.  

Reserve Your Seat  
 

Date:  Monday, February 17, 2020   Time:  11:30 a.m. 
 

Where: The Crowne Plaza Lansing West   Cost: $30.00  
 

Menu:  
Option 1: Bacon-wrapped pork loin with redskin potatoes (Gluten Free)  
Option 2: Scottish salmon with broccoli (Gluten Free)  

Option 3: Thai-roasted sweet potatoes with rice, green onion, corn and peanut  
               sauce (Vegetarian)   

 
 

Contact:  Email John Schmidt at schmidt.john@aoins.com  
 

Please RSVP no later than 4:00 p.m., Monday Feb. 10 

Connect with us on Facebook and LinkedIn at Mid-Michigan CPCU Society 



  

  

  

President’s Forum Cont.  

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: JON GEER and MIGUEL RIVERA 
In keeping with the traditions of past leaders, I would like to continue the monthly volunteer spotlight, so we can all 
get to know our board members better! This month we recognize Jon Geer and Miguel Rivera.  

 
Jon is our Circle of Excellence chair (aka the person who ensures our chapter is meeting 
all of the requirements set forth by The Institutes). Jon stepped in to the position midterm 
last year and has never missed a beat! He made the transition seamlessly. Thank you, 
Jon, for keeping us all on track. We appreciate all you do.  
 
ALL ABOUT JON: 

Company: Auto-Owners Insurance  

Date of Designation: Feb. 1, 2018 

 

Why you pursued the designation: To gain more knowledge about insurance and make myself a better asset 
to Auto-Owners, the industry, and the United States of America. 

Reason why you joined the board and/or favorite part of being on the board? I wanted to get more involved 
and learn more about the CPCU Society and our chapter. Additionally, I had a lot of people help me along the way to 
achieving my CPCU, and so I thought this would be a way to give back. 

Tell us about your family! I am married to my beautiful bride, Hannah, and we have two little girls: Ada (3) 
and Cora (1). We also have a third child on the way! 

If you could pick up a new skill in an instant what would it be? Building houses. My wife and I would like to 
flip houses together at some point.  

First concert? Tenth Avenue North 

Favorite family tradition? Going to Walt Disney World every year. While not an official tradition, we have 
gone just about every year since I was born, so I think it qualifies. 

Three things still left on your bucket list? Complete an ironman triathlon, travel to all 50 states, run a mara-
thon on all seven continents.  

One place you’d love to visit: Ireland 

Best advice you’ve ever heard? Anything in life worth doing is worth overdoing – mediocrity is for cowards 

Any other fun facts you would like to share? I have been in the Army Reserve for almost five years and con-
tinue to serve as finance officer. I competed in the Boston Marathon in 2013 (year the bombs went off). I have 
jumped out of an airplane five times at the U.S. Army Airborne School. 

 

Miguel is our Education Chair. He is in charge of pairing mentors that have their 
CPCU designation with mentees who are working on their designations. The goal 
is to have the mentors lead a study group for the mentees. If you are interested in 
either the mentor or mentee role, please reach out to Miguel as he molds the team 
and creates the direction for this group! 

Thank you, Miguel, for helping future designees get the support they need to pur-
sue their designation! We appreciate all you do.  

 

Continued on page 4. 



  

  

  

President’s Forum Cont.  

ALL ABOUT MIGUEL:  

Company: Auto-Owners Insurance 

Date of designation: April 19, 2016 

Reason you pursued the designation: Company growth, continue my education, snorkel in Hawaii  

Reason why you joined the board and/or favorite part of being on the board? Wanted to get more involved 
and meet new people 

Tell me about your family! Five-year wedding anniversary is coming up in August. Oldest daughter, Rubi, just 
turned 2 on Thanksgiving. Baby brother/sister (don’t know) coming in April. We have pit/lab, Bruno, who’s about 10 
years old and sleeps all day. 

If you could pick up a new skill in an instant what would it be? Learn to play piano 

First concert? Los Lonely Boys and Santana at Taste of Chicago 

Favorite family tradition? Chinese food and pajamas on Christmas day 

What are three things still left on your bucket list? Visit Japan (minored in college), eat at Alinea in Chicago 
(ridiculous 22-course tasting thing), take my kids to Disney (first time for me, too!) 

One place you’d love to visit? Japan 

Best advice you’ve ever heard? There’s no expiration date on a good idea. 

Any other fun facts you would like to share that I haven’t asked? I have a habit of making cheesy poems or 
rhymes. I do it for my team all the time, especially when it comes to holiday carols. 

Chapter News 

Michigan Insurance Hall of Fame Accepting Nominations  
 
Nominations are now being accepted for induction into the Michigan Insurance Hall of Fame for 2020. The Hall of 
Fame recognizes significant contributions to the insurance and risk management industry.  
  
The Michigan Insurance Hall of Fame was established at Olivet College in 1994 as a way to pay tribute to individuals 
who have made a significant impact on the ability of the Michigan insurance and risk management industry to serve 
the public. An election panel, representing a cross section of the insurance and risk management business, identifies 
both leaders and innovators who have made significant contributions in five areas: 

 Product/service development 

 Education 

 Recruiting new participants 

 Legislative and regulatory activity 

 Exemplary service. 
 
Members include over 70 leaders in the Michigan insurance industry. 
 
Additional information, nomination criteria and forms are available at mihof.org or from Tom Humphreys, administra-
tor at Olivet College, at (269) 749-7626. Assistance is available with nomination forms upon request. The deadline for 
submissions is March 15. 

http://www.mihof.org

