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Chapter President 

Auto-Owners Insurance 

Your 2016 Chapter Board 

Happy New Year! 
 

Wow! I don’t know about you, but I thought 2015 flew by. 

 

For me, 2015 was filled with memorable times with my children and family, a new house, and personal and professional 

growth. I am thankful for the many blessings in my life. I hope your 2015 was equally as amazing. I am really excited to 

see what 2016 has in store! 

 

We ended 2015 on a positive note. Our Chapter donated more than $2,000 to St. Vincent Catholic Charities. As we heard at 

the December meeting, this money will be put to great use! They were very grateful for the generous donations.  

 

Our Chapter is completely run by volunteers. Many thanks to all of our wonderful volunteers who worked countless hours 

to contribute to the success of our Chapter this past year!   

 

I am honored to serve as your 2016 Chapter president. Our Chapter continues to experience growth. So far for the Class of 

2016, we have 76 new designees. If you are a new designee, congratulations! We would like to welcome you! 

 

If you have any questions or are looking for ways in which you can contribute to the success of our Chapter, please feel 

free to contact either myself or any of the board members listed below.  

 

Hope you all have a safe and happy 2016! 
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The submission  

deadline for the  
January newsletter is  

Feb. 5, 2016 
 

 
If you know of promotions 
or other noteworthy ac-

complishments involving 
CPCUs, please send them 
to the editor using any of 

the contact methods 
listed above. 

 

2016 Honolulu Sept. 17—20 
2017 Orlando Oct. 7—10 

 

 
 

Mid-Michigan Chapter  

CPCU Newsletter 

Future CPCU Annual  

Meeting Sites 

January Speaker Spotlight 

 

Paul Beasinger is the owner of Keene Training and Consulting, LLC, in Haslett. The 

firm specializes in firearm training and personal safety concepts. 

 

Keene conducts training in the areas of personal safety tactics and firearms, including 

concealed pistol license certification. It provides security consulting for homes and 

workplaces. Its goal is to provide real-world solutions to real-world problems. 

 

Paul has also been an adjunct faculty member at Lansing Community College since 

2001, where he instructs academy recruits in the areas of defensive tactics, officer safe-

ty/mindset, firearms and narcotics investigations. 

 

Since 1995 Paul has been a sergeant with the Lansing Police Department. He has held a 

number of roles there, including being a member of the special tactics and rescue team. 
 
 

Reserve Your Seat 
 
Date: Thursday, Jan. 21, 2016   Menu: 
      Grilled Chicken Caprese (chicken breast, sliced 

      tomato, balsamic, fresh basil, parmesan and 
      mozzarella cheese) 

Where: The Crowne Plaza Lansing West  or 
      Stuffed Portobello Mushroom (stuffed with  
      sautéed spinach, garlic and white beans) 

Time:  11:30 a.m.     
 
Cost: $25.00     Contact:  email Nicole Smith at  

      smith.nicole@aoins.com 
 

Please RSVP no later than 4:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 15, 2015 

Connect with us on Linkedin at  

Mid-Michigan CPCU Society 

Future Chapter Meeting Dates 
 

 Wednesday, Feb. 24, 2016 (joint meeting with Greater Lansing Insurance Profes-
sionals) 

 Tuesday, Mar. 29, 2016 



  

  

  

Past Meeting Highlights 

Lynne Habtemariam, Karen Tabor, Tracy Nichols and Luke Thompson show off the gifts they each select-

ed at the December meeting’s annual holiday giveaway. About 40 prizes were claimed by Chapter mem-

bers. 

In the photo on the left, Josh Wright (r), Auto-Owners Insurance, receives the President’s CPCU Excel-

lence Award from outgoing Chapter President Ross Hacker. In the photo on the right, Michelle Stahl (r), 

Auto-Owners Insurance, receives the Vice President’s CPCU Excellence Award from outgoing Chapter Vice 

President Charity Sullivan. The awards are based on Josh’s and Michelle’s continued support, commit-

ment and service to the Mid-Michigan CPCU Society Chapter, and were presented at the December meet-

ing. 



  

  

  

Chapter News 

Pet Insurance – Going to the Dogs 
 

Pet insurance began in 1924 in Europe. In the U.S., pet insurance is generally offered under inland marine cov-

erage. There is not a liability component built in. 

 

Liability is generally picked up under homeowners or renters insurance. Therefore, dog bites are not covered 

under pet insurance. There is not a replacement cost provision. Death benefits are not offered, but cremation 

and euthanasia may be offered. 

 

The first major insurance carrier to offer pet insurance was VPI (Veterinary Pet Insurance), founded in 1980. 

The company was started by a group of veterinarians. The first policy was issued in 1982 to TV’s Lassie. The 

company is now part of Nationwide Insurance. Other companies joined the pet insurance market from 2000-

2010. 

 

In the U.S. there are approximately 179 million dogs and cats, of which approximately 1.4 million are insured. 

The North American insurance market is approximately $660.5 million in value. 

 

In 2014 the top paid claims were $36,000 for a kidney procedure for a dog and $28,000 for a similar procedure 

for a cat. Pet-insured animals tend to visit the vet three times per year, versus two times per year for non-

insured pets. Medical advances for pets follow medical advances for people. 

 

Variables in cost are age, geography (Seattle and California tend to be more expensive), and size. Bigger dogs 

cost more than smaller dogs to insure. 

 

There are fewer distinctions between insurance for dogs versus cats. Puppies and kittens tend to be more ex-

pensive than adult pets. Adult pets from 1-6 years old are inexpensive to insure.  

 

Additional information can be found on North American Pet Health Insurance Association website (https://

www.naphia.org/).  

 

This article was written by Robert A. Lutton, department specialist with the Department of Insurance & Financial 

Services at the state of Michigan. 

Thank you to everyone who donated to St. Vincent Catholic Charities! 

Our Chapter made a significant donation to St. Vincent Catholic Charities (STVCC), and it is much appreciated 

by all of the people in our community who are assisted by their services. We collected $2,024, plus individual 

member donations. 

On Dec. 31 I had a wonderful (and unexpected) experience: I had the opportunity to talk with a foster mother 

of a beautiful 5-day-old girl.   

I spoke to her about STVCC’s foster care program, and about their presentation at our recent Chapter meeting. 

Guess what? She and her husband had utilized the services of St. Vincent Catholic Charities to become this 

baby’s foster parents! 

When I saw that little baby girl, the significance their services became very REAL to me, and what a privilege it 

was to have made our donation. 

Thank you for caring, and Happy New Year! 

Lisa Martin, Good Works Chair 

Guest Columnist 

https://www.naphia.org/
https://www.naphia.org/

