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President’s Forum 

Ross Hacker, CPCU 
Chapter President 

Auto-Owners Insurance 

I’m excited for our upcoming luncheon, where we 
will host Nick Grueser, general manager of the Lan-
sing Lugnuts. This leads me to think about spring, 
which is also the start of baseball season! 

For many of us, spring means more time spent 
outdoors with sports such as baseball. According to 
the statista.com, the number of participants 
(coaches, players, etc.) in baseball in the U.S. is 
over 13 million. That same source cites MLB annual 
revenue from 2014 as over $7 billion. There are a 
lot of people playing and paying for baseball! 

I wasn’t always a strong supporter for baseball. I 
grew up running track and playing soccer. When I 
was forced to play baseball (gym class), I regularly 
struck out. 

There was one horrible incident where I was keyed 
up and really wanted to slam the ball. I didn’t quite 
have a secure grip on the bat, and I lost the bat 
while attempting to hit! I accidentally threw the bat 
directly at my teammates! (Nobody was hurt, but I 

was certainly a lot less enthusiastic about batting 
after that.)  That was the end of my illustrious 
baseball career! 

When my oldest daughter asked about playing 
softball, my wife and I encouraged her, but I really 
didn’t know how to offer advice. During my first 
season as a parent, I offered to help the coach, 
and he let me umpire the games! That was a bit 
scary, having never officially played, but luckily 
second-grade girls aren’t too strict. 

Now that we’re into our second season, I am start-
ing to see why this is such a fun sport. Just spend-
ing time outdoors and meeting other parents of 
players has been wonderful. 

The Lansing Lugnuts first played in Lansing in 1996 
and have been a popular attraction in the Lansing 
area since then. I’m sure we’ll get to learn some 
interesting pieces of information from Nick when he 
comes as our guest on May 26. Go Nuts! 
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Meetings 

Nick Grueser 
General Manager, Lansing Lugnuts 

Nick Grueser is entering his fourth 
season as general manager of the 
Lansing Lugnuts. Before becoming 
GM he spent six seasons as the as-
sistant general manager. 

He started his career with the 
Lugnuts in 2001 as group sales rep-
resentative and has since become 
the longest-tenured employee in the 
Lugnuts’ 20-year history. 

Nick oversees the day-to-day operations of the business, 
specifically focusing on sales, sponsorships and market-
ing. 

Nick graduated from Wilmington College (OH) in 2001 
with a bachelor's degree in sports management and dual 
minors in business and leadership. The Ohio native was a 
four-year letterman and team captain for the Wilmington 
College football team. 

He resides in Mason with his wife, Valisa, and son, R.J. 

Reserve Your Seat 

 
Date:   Tuesday, May  26,  

  2015 

 

Where: The Crowne Plaza  

  Lansing West  

  

 

Time:  11:30AM 

Cost:  $25.00 

Menu:    

Chicken Caesar Salad  

or 

Beef and Broccoli Stir Fry Served 

Over Rice 

Contact: email Bud Lawson at 

lawson.bud@aoins.com 
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The submission  

deadline for the  

June newsletter is  

June 5, 2015 

 
If you know of promotions 

or other noteworthy ac-

complishments involving 

CPCUs, please send them 

to the editor using any of 

the contact methods 

listed above. 
 

2015 Indianapolis Oct 3—6 

2016 Honolulu Sept. 17—20 

2017 Orlando Oct. 7—10 

 

 

 

Mid-Michigan Chapter 

CPCU Newsletter 

Future CPCU Annual 

Meeting Sites 

If  You Cancel  Your  Lunch 

Reservat ion. . .  

The venues we participate with – primarily the Crowne Plaza Lansing West hotel – require that 
they be notified of cancellations at least 72 hours before an event is held. 
 
If you placed a meal order for a CPCU luncheon, it is imperative that you cancel it promptly if 

you are unable to attend. Our chapter is charged based on the count we give 72 hours prior to 
an event. 
 
If you must cancel after the 72-hour cancellation window, it is your responsibility to find some-
one to attend in your place. If you are unable to find a replacement, Auto-Owners and Farm 
Bureau Insurance companies have procedures in place to assist you. 
 

For more details, please contact a chapter officer. 

May Speaker Spotlight 
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Events 

Ol ivet  GIS Bowling,  Gol f  Outings Set  for  September  

 

The 25th annual Olivet College Gamma Iota Sigma (GIS) fraternity golf outing and inaugural 

bowling event will both be held in September. 

The bowling event will be Thursday, Sept. 17, and the golf outing will follow on Friday, Sept. 

18. Both will be held at Royal Scot Golf Course in Lansing. 

The bowling event will be from 7 – 11 p.m. The cost is $20 and includes food and drinks. 

Deadline for registering is Sept. 4. 

The golf outing begins with a 10 a.m. shotgun start. The fee is $150 per person. Each golfer 

will get a continental breakfast, lunch and dinner. Prizes will also be awarded. Deadline for 
registering is Aug. 31. 

For questions on both events, call 269-749-7626, or email insurance@olivetcollege.edu. 

Connect with us on Linkedin at  

Mid-Michigan CPCU Society Chapter 



 

  

  

  

  

Past Meeting Highlights 

Chapter member Mike Maurer from the Accident 

Fund informed members at the April meeting about 

The Insurance Leadership Academy. The program 

gives high school students an opportunity to learn 

about the insurance industry, and provides up to 9 

college credits if the student attends Olivet College. 

Lisa Martin holds the card that will be sent to recovering 

American soldiers at Walter Reed National Military Medi-

cal Center in Bethesda, Maryland. Chapter members 

signed the inside of the card at April’s meeting. 

Paul Rathbun (l), executive vice presi-

dent, The Rathbun Agency, and his 

son, Ben, discussed the challenges of 

operating an agency at our April 

meeting, and explained to Chapter 

members how their family agency 

functions. 


