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President’s Forum 

John Schmidt, CPCU 
Chapter President 

Your 2021 Chapter Board 

A Moving Target 

Welcome back, everyone! I hope you all had a fun and enjoyable summer. And, of course, a safe one. 

Earlier this year we had high hopes of being able to meet again in person this fall – to be able to interact, enjoy some 

laughs and see each other’s faces for the first time in over a year. However, as we all know, things are not heading in 

a good direction to allow this to happen. 

Therefore, our chapter will continue to have our monthly meetings via Zoom for the foreseeable future, as well as our 

annual I-Day (Industry Day) Conference in October. We will not be transitioning into having in-person meetings until 

we know it is a safe and comfortable thing to do. We certainly appreciate everyone’s flexibility and understanding. 

In the meantime, I still truly believe the strength of our chapter is the people. Although it is certainly more challenging 

to connect and interact without seeing each other in person, we have done very well as a chapter to continue to build 

on our strengths. 

We were able to connect in person this summer at a Lansing Lugnuts game for our annual New Designee Outing, 

and it was wonderful to see everyone’s faces and get to know our new designees better. The future of our chapter is 

in their hands, and it is important to integrate everyone and build upon our strengths in order to continue with our 

success. 

Our chapter is about more than just getting together once a month. We work with and support our local community, 
we learn from each other, and we build and enhance our leadership skills. The strength of our chapter is the people 
and the leadership, and while both of these are more difficult to utilize without being together in person, we have met 
the challenge now for quite some time, and will continue to do so. 
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October: Oct. 18 (I-Day) 

Future Chapter  
Meeting Dates 

Connect with us on Facebook and LinkedIn at Mid-Michigan CPCU Society 

Meetings 

September Speaker Spotlight 

Kevin Robson, Commercial/Agribusiness/Crop Insurance Field 

Sales Manager, Farm Bureau Insurance  

Our September speaker will be Kevin Robson. Kevin is a com-

mercial/agribusiness/crop insurance field sales manager for 

Farm Bureau Insurance. Kevin began his career at Farm Bu-

reau in 2009, and has served in a number of roles since then. 

When Kevin is not assisting Farm Bureau members and staff, 

you can find him at his family’s farm, Robson’s Greenhouse, in 

Belleville, which his grandparents established in 1929. He is the 

fourth generation on the centennial farmstead, and has been 

working on the farm all his life. 

Currently, he works for his parents as a grower and propagator 

for the operation on the weekends, and most of his vacation days as well. In the offsea-

son, he can be found with his Saint Bernard, Clyde, floating on his boat somewhere in 

the middle of Higgins Lake, blaring country music, or flying down a two-track in Onaway, 

where his family’s hideaways are located. 

Kevin graduated from the University of Michigan with a degree in public relations and 
corporate communications in 2009. Kevin is also a licensed auctioneer. He has been ac-
tive in Wayne County Farm Bureau as chair of the Young Farmer Committee, and has 
donated many hours in support of the Wayne County Fairgrounds and Four-H programs.   

September Meeting Information  
 
Date:  Wednesday, September 29  Time:  11:30 a.m. 
 
Where: Held via Zoom     
 
Call-In Information:  

 Zoom Meeting Link:  
      https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81098165085?pwd=RlFzZC9WazBKblBxdmdPQXcyUTZPQT09 

 Meeting ID: 810 9816 5085  

 Passcode: 685848          
 

Contact:  Email Matt Burke at mburke@fbinsmi.com 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us06web.zoom.us/j/81098165085?pwd=RlFzZC9WazBKblBxdmdPQXcyUTZPQT09__;!!AHSSu9rNLaK8HXg!-HX5vZQxj-yfYCI01b__08QtQ9Fn29faLUfuCUxDSHOZOUciQqf6tyPKhzZxeDUbgA$


  

  

  

Chapter News 

Mid-Michigan Chapter of the CPCU Society earns Circle of Excellence Gold status for 

2020 

In the spring, we learned that our chapter earned Circle of Excellence (COE) Gold status for 2020! This is a very ex-

citing accomplishment that is always difficult to achieve, and is even more impressive given the COVID-19 pandemic 

that occurred in 2020. 

Circle of Excellence ratings are awarded by The Institutes, who are the governing body of the national CPCU chap-

ters. These ratings are an accumulation of several aspects of our chapter, where we are scored on many categories, 

such as meetings held, membership, communications such as newsletters, our website, and social media activity, 

community involvement, and other similar things. 

This achievement of earning Gold COE is a testament to the strength of our chapter, and of the strong leadership we 

have. Thank you all for helping us achieve this, as it is a total group effort, and could not have been done without 

everyone’s contributions.  

 

2021 Mid-Michigan Chapter CPCU Society Scholarship Recipients 

$1,000 award winner: Delaney Peters is a senior at Olivet College pursuing a bachelor’s degree, 

with a major in Actuarial Science. She carries a 4.0 GPA and is expected to graduate in May 

2022. Delaney is a member of Gamma Iota Sigma, the marching band, Global Citizens Honors 

Program, and the president of Olivet College Mathletes. She has completed several internships 

and positions within the insurance industry. Delaney has worked as a customer service repre-

sentative at two agencies, Bay View Insurance Agency and C&M Insurance; along with two differ-

ent internships at Auto-Owners Insurance. She has completed her Associate in General Insur-

ance (AINS) designation, as well as earned her Michigan Property and Casualty Producers li-

cense. After graduation, Delaney would like to work in the insurance industry and is considering specializing in em-

ployee benefits. Congratulations, Delaney, and best wishes on your future endeavors! 

 

$1,000 award winner: Allyson Sears is a junior at Olivet College pursuing a bachelor’s degree, 

majoring in both Insurance and Risk Management and Financial Planning. She carries a 3.98 

GPA and expects to graduate in December 2022. Allyson is a member of Gamma Iota Sigma, the 

Olivet College women’s tennis team, and the Difference Makers Club. Allyson is involved in her 

community and has volunteered in several events. She has earned her Associate in General In-

surance (AINS) designation. Allyson has completed two internships, one in the underwriting de-

partment at Farm Bureau Insurance and the other in the underwriting education & training depart-

ment at Auto-Owners Insurance. After graduation, Allyson would like to work in the insurance in-

dustry in commercial underwriting. Congratulations, Allyson, and best wishes on your future endeavors! 



  

  

  

Chapter News Cont. 

Mid-Michigan CPCU/Greater Detroit CPCU/CMUA Golf Outing a Success 

Forty golfers were greeted with outstanding weather at this year’s golf outing at Wheatfield Valley Golf Club in Wil-

liamston on June 24. Attendees included professionals from Accident Fund Group, Auto-Owners Insurance, Michigan 

Farm Bureau, Michigan Millers, and Olivet College.  

The winning team consisted of Andy Corbin, Jay Lannin, Chris Massey and Preston Meeder (Auto-Owners Insur-

ance). Even with a modified format, they shot an outstanding score of 58, or 12 under par. This is their second con-

secutive outing posting the lowest score. Kudos! 

Door prizes were donated by Accident Fund, Auto-Owners, Farm Bureau, Foster Swift Collins & Smith PC, and our 

own Mid-Michigan CPCU Chapter.  

Special thank you to Matt Lennox (Auto-Owners), Dan Briggs (Farm Bureau) and Olivia Bowen (Accident Fund) for 

their help organizing the outing.  

Please contact Matt Burke or any member of the board with questions, comments or suggestions regarding next 

year’s outing. Hope to see you in 2022!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Members of the winning team at the annual Mid-
Michigan CPCU/Greater Detroit CPCU/CMUA Golf Out-

ing (l to r): Andy Corbin, Jay Lannin, Chris Massey and 

Preston Meeder, all from Auto-Owners. 


